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Twelve Angry Jurors 
Audition Sides – Jurors #2 & 5 
 
 
JUROR NO. TWO (Male or female): A meek, hesitant person who finds it difficult 
to maintain any opinions of his own. Wants to be liked… a people pleaser. He/She 
is easily swayed and usually adopts the opinion of the last person to whom he has 
spoken. A warehouse worker. (42 lines) 
	
JUROR NO. FIVE (Male or female): A naive, very frightened person who takes 
his/her obligations in this case very seriously but who finds it difficult to speak up 
when others have the floor. (41 lines) 
 
 
FOREMAN. Right. [To TWO.] We'll start with you. What do you think? 
  
TWO [timidly]. Oh. Well... [There is a long pause.] I just think he's guilty. I 
thought it was obvious.  
 
FIVE. In what way was it obvious?  
  
TWO. I mean that nobody proved otherwise.  
 
FIVE [quietly]. Nobody has to prove otherwise; innocent until proven guilty. 
The burden of proof is on the prosecution. The defendant doesn't even have to 
open his mouth. That's in the Constitution. The Fifth Amendment. You've 
heard of it.  
	
TWO [flustered] Well, sure-- I've heard of it. I know what it is... I... what I 
meant... well, anyway... I think he's guilty!  
 
FIVE. If there was anything in the kid's favor I'd vote not guilty.  
 
TWO. I don't see what it is...  
 
FIVE [handing cup to TWO, then drawing drink for himself]  Neither do I. 
They're clutching at straws.  
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TWO. As guilty as they get-- that's the kid, I suppose. 
 
FIVE. It's that one juror that's holding out, but he'll come around. He's got to 
and, fundamentally, he's a very reasonable man.  
 
TWO. I guess so. 
  
FIVE. They haven't come up with one real fact yet to back up a not guilty 
verdict. 
   
TWO. It's hard, you know.  
 
FIVE. Yes, it is. And what does "guilty beyond a reasonable doubt" really 
mean? 
   
TWO. What's a reasonable doubt?  
 
FIVE. Exactly. When a life is at stake, what is a reasonable doubt? You've got to 
have law and order; you've got to draw the line somewhere; if you don't, 
everyone would start knifing people.  
 
TWO. Not much doubt here. 
  
FIVE. Two men think so. I wonder why. I really wonder why. 
   
TWO. You do hear stories about innocent men who have gone to jail-or death, 
sometimes-then years later things turn up.  
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
FIVE. I'd like to change my vote to not guilty.    
 
FOREMAN. Are you sure?  
 
FIVE. Yes. I'm sure. 
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TWO. I'd like to know why you've changed your vote. 
  
FIVE. I think there's a doubt.  
 
TWO. Where? What is the doubt?  
 
FIVE. There's the knife... 
  
TWO. Go on. Give us the reasons.  
 
FIVE. The old man, too. Maybe he didn't lie, but then just maybe he did. 
Maybe the old man doesn't like the kid.  
 
TWO. Well, if that isn't the end.  
 
FIVE. I believe that there is reasonable doubt. [Sits again.] Lawyers can't think 
of everything.  
 
TWO [hesitantly]. Well, something's been bothering me a little. This whole 
business about the stab wound, and how it was made-- the downward angle of 
it, you know? 
   
FIVE. Don't tell me we're going to start that. They went over it and over it in 
court.  
 
TWO. I know they did-- but I don't go along with it. The boy is five feet eight 
inches tall. His father was six feet two inches tall. That's a difference of six 
inches. It's a very awkward thing to stab down into the chest of someone who's 
half a foot taller than you are.   
 
 
 
	


